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Newsletter #186: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello all, 


It has been a difficult few weeks for me personally as I lost someone who had a 
tremendous impact in my life and career. On the morning of January 6th I received a 
phone call that my beloved friend and coin conspirator Carl Subak had died at the ripe 
old age of 103. 


Carl was nothing short of a miracle. He was born into a well-to-do Viennese family but 
as a teenager when WWII broke out he endured tremendous adversity as a Jew. He 
decided to leave his home country of Austria when he went into a park and saw a sign 
that said “not for Jews” on a bench. He was only a young man. His parents perished at 
the hands of the Nazi’s and only through the eventual help of the Unitarian Service 
Committee was he able to find refuge in the United States. 


Carl was interested in geography and was a lifelong lover of mountain climbing. He also 
made his career early on in stamps selling through the mail order company of Sears 
Roebuck. This led him to eventually embrace his childhood passion of coins into a 
business. Carl was lucky enough to attend the famous Franz Trau sale (a collaboration 
between Gilhofer & Ranschburg Vienna and Adolph Hess A.G. of Luzern) in May of 1935 
(Carl was only 16 years old at the time) and purchased his first ancient coin in auction, a 
Gordian III denarius. 


After moving to Chicago in order to be closer to Sears management (he told me that 
they only agreed to employ him if he would move closer so if he made a mistake they 
could “wring his neck” easier), he rented office space and well, the rest is history. 


I never wanted Carl to be forgotten by the coin world so I made several hours of videos 
with Carl starting right after his 100th birthday. Those videos were gifted to his son Jon 
to enjoy and perhaps one day they will be available for others to hear. 


Carl was a man that did a lot behind the scenes. When I asked him about all the auctions 
he attended and who he was most influenced by, he was honest. He said he had a 
representative help him overseas in auctions but mainly he stayed away from that 
craziness. He was close friends with Tom Eden and also the late Pierre Strauss (of 
Munzen und Medaillen). He loved Roman quinarii and Aes Grave. Dr. Cathy King, 
through the help of the Ashmolean museum, published a book on Roman quinarii and 
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Italian Village in Chicago where the waiters all knew him by name and saved his favorite 
table in a nook on the second floor. Even to his last days (I saw him four times before he 
died) his mind was clear but his body just was giving away to the natural order of 
things. 


Rest in peace Carl. May his memory be a blessing. 


Carl H. Subak (1919-2022) 


(Me and Carl at his 100th birthday.) 


re 





Now for some information on upcoming auctions: 


Kunker Spring Sales (21-25 March and 4-6 April) 


Kunker is hosting a tremendous number of auctions starting in late March and after a 
brief pause continuing on in early April. I received an astounding 7 catalogs plus a 
special book on one of the collections in my mail. For any customer that wants a copy of 
the April sales (all ancient coins!) please contact me. I have about 10 sets of catalogs I 
can send off for those in need of them. I do ask that if you don’t plan to work with me on 
representation that you leave the catalogs for others to have. They tend to go quickly! 


The first group of sales really include only German coinage with some world mixed in. 
There are four separate catalogs forming four separate named collections. 


The first catalog, Auction 361, is dedicated to the House of Welf (also known as Guelph). 
This was a European dynasty that began in the 11th century and continued until the 20th 
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depict a lion symbolic of his name. Here is a link to lot 4 in the sale showing one of the 
coins from Henry the Lion: 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/312188 


Lot 56 and 57 are two double talers struck under Julius (1568-1589), a Duke of 
Brunswick-Luneburg. These two very rare double talers convey a barrage of symbolism 
showing the Duke holding an axe on the obverse. The reverse has a literal “wild man” 
holding a trunk of a tree with roots visible at the bottom. In his other hand, a skull atop 
a hour glass and with glasses below that. A horse is in a gallop in front with its head 
reverted back. The legend states “how should glasses help the eyes see clearly when 
they don’t want to see or look inside oneself”. The legend above the house in Latin 
states “in the middle of my run, I have worries”. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/313125 


One of the more valuable lots in the sale is 469, a10 Dukat of Johann Friedrich (ruled 
1665-1679). This well-struck coin has the Duke on the obverse with the coat of arms 
consisting of twelve different symbols. It has an estimate of 50,000 Euros. One of the 
more important relationships that Johann Freidrich founded was with Gottfried 
Wilhelm (von) Leibniz, aGerman polymath, who was employed as Privy Councillor and 
librarian at the important ducal library. He and the House of Hanover, of which the 
Duke belonged, enjoyed a 40 year work relationship. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/313675 


Auction 362 is part II of the Salton Collection. Part I was auctioned in New York in 
cooperation with Stacks Bowers Galleries and consisted of ancient coins. This catalog is 
of European gold coins and medals. The beginning pages of the Salton catalog give a 
small glimpse into the lives of Mark and Lottie Salton. Mark Salton was born Max 
Schlessinger in 1914 and was the son of Felix Schlessinger. Felix was related to the coin 
dealer Leo Hamburger and after the death of his son, Siegmund in 1904, urged his 
nephew to join the coin business and become his successor. Tragedy struck during 
WWII when Felix and his wife Hedwig moved to Amsterdam due to the growing tensions 
in Germany. Eventually the Netherlands were occupied by the Nazis and the 
Schlessinger parents were shipped off to Westerbork and eventually Theresienstadt. 
They eventually were murdered in Auschwitz in 1944. Thankfully their two sons Mark 
and Paul were able to flee and settle in the U.S. (New York) and Israel respectively. Lottie 
suffered a similar existence, and hough many of her relatives were killed during the 
Holocaust, her parents and sibling Erich survived and made a new life in NY. 


The story is detailed in a separate book published by the Kunkers and written by Ursula 
Kampmann. It is beautifully documented and I urge anyone that wants to learn more 
about the Salton-Schlessinger family, as well as the fate of many early German Jewish 
numismatists, to contact Kunker for a copy of the book. I received just one copy so I 
don't want to part with mine. 


A few extremely rare and beautiful coins I would like to point out: 


Lot 1280 is an eight piece Rosenoble from 1600. This is an imitation of the Queen 
Elizabeth I type, though made in the Netherlands. This is the most highly estimated 
coin in the sale at a whopping 250,000 Euros. The Rosenoble was first struck in the 
14.00’s by King Eduard IV and the weight was 7.7g. Heavier denominations exist but this 
piece is by far the heaviest known and there were very few made. The Kunker write-up 
also details the fate of 635 gold coins owned by the Schlessinger family that were 
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Lot 1362: an 8 Dukat under Erzherzog Ferdinand from the Roman-German Empire. The 
obverse bears the portraits of three Kings, Maximilian I, Karl V and Ferdinand I. It is 
estimated at 150,000 Euros. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315896 


Auction 363 begins with another world gold coin collection from the late Dr. Albrecht 
Ullrich. His collection is titled Gothic Gold Coinage. A short biography of the collector 
precedes the coins and gives further insight into his numismatic interests. Apparently 
Dr. Ullrich had a fascination with France so many of his coins originate from there. The 
back end of the catalog is likely a number of consignors of world coins. 


Auction 364 is focussed solely on German coinage from 1800 onwards and again 
contains a collection from Annemarie and Gerd Kohlmoos. It is another continuation of 
a previous auction of their material. 


Auction 365-367 has at least four distinct named collections. Once again, Dr. Albrecht 
Ullrich with late Roman gold, Celtic coins from the late Christian Flesche collection 
(check out the beginning of the catalog for a very interesting write-up on the collector), 
Greek coins from Dr. Guy Sylvain Paul Bastin and finally the sixth part of the Dr. W.R. 
collection of Roman Republican coins. 


Auction 365 also has a beautifully preserved collection of Roman coins in all metal types 
that are above average in quality and with some very good pedigrees. The collector 
remains anonymous but clearly focussed on eye appealing examples. 


In terms of Christian Flesche’s, This auction is an excellent opportunity to buy from a 
carefully curated group of coins put together by a notable collector. Flesche’s collection 
is often referred to in catalogs. 


There are so many more interesting coins but you should have a look for yourself at 
their site for everything in detail. I will be actively participating in this auction so please 
get in touch if you need representation services. 


Lot 5077: Bisaltai octodrachm 
https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/246492 


Lot 5087: Alexander distater 
https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/313861 


Lot 5193: A beautifully struck and centered C. Julius Caesar denarius of the elephant 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315708 


Lot 5226: A remarkably preserved sesterius of Caligula with iridescent toning 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/314998 


Lot 5232: Another well preserved sestertius of Claudius 
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Lot 5253: The port of Ostia coin from Nero 
https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315007 


Lot 6096: Celtic Iberian imitation. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/317657 


Lot 6495: One among a fascinating group of Celtic coins from Bohemia and the 
surrounding areas. These are larger tetradrachms with beautiful stylistic imagery. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/320005 


Lot 6560 is an absolutely pristine and remarkably struck Celtic imitation from 
Pannonia with a portrait of Zeus on the obverse and horse/rider on the reverse. Such a 
fine example is seldom seen. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/321474 


Lot 7081: One of the cover coins and an impressive example from Sicily under the 
Republic (c. 214-212 BC). 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/317463 


Upcoming Trade Show: ANA National Money Show (Colorado Springs, CO) (10-12 
March) 


Iam very excited to announce that the ANA will host this year’s NMS in their home city 
of Colorado Springs, CO. In fact, there are many events that will include staff from the 
ANA, as well as field trips over to the headquarters which includes the ANA Museum and 
Library. There is a link below for more information. I will have a table at the show this 
year in fact. My first table ever at the National Money Show. At the ANA we are hoping to 
grow this show in terms of ancient and world numismatics. There have always been 
dealers and collectors interested in the show but it lacked the zest that the ANA Summer 
Convention provides. We at the ANA hope to change that. If you are interested in an 
undeniable fun event then please consider attending. You’!l see me there! 


https://www.money.org/NationalMoneyShow 


Coin of the Week 


CRETE. Gortyna. c. 330-270 BC. 

AR Stater, 11.53g (22mm, 3h). Overstruck on Aegina stater. Europa seated half-right ina 
tree, leaning her right hand on a branch and propping her head on her left / Bull 
standing right, turning its head back to left to lick its flanks. 


Pedigree: From the collection of Regierungsrat Dr. iur. Hans Krahenbihl, privately acquired 
from Bank Leu on 18 August 1965 (with a photocopy of the original invoice enclosed), ex 
Kricheldorf XIII, 23 September 1963, 93 and from the 1953 Phaestus region Hoard (IGCH 
152). 
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Grade: Lightly toned. Traces of overstriking and with a test cut on the obverse, otherwise, 
wonderfully struck. EF 


Price: $10,500 


gk1603 


























Buy Coin 


In terms of historical importance, Gortyna ranks a close second to the famous Greek 
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Europa, of whom the continent is named after, was one of the affairs of the god Zeus. He 
disguised himself as a bull, abducted Europa and had an affair with her under the plane 
tree, producing three children. This coin has another strange anomaly in that it is 
overstruck on an Aegina stater. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/crete- gortyna-c-330-270-bc 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
https://www.shannaschmidt.com/ 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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